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pattern the exception. Literary movements tend some-
what to reflect corresponding movements in English
literature, though adaptations or translations from English
works do not find much favour. Search for the exact word,
the necessary document, the appropriate form is coming
into vogue. Fancy desires to soar, if possible, on wings of
erudition, which, however, is of an elementary character.
High intellectual pursuits do not, as a rule, attract a
Gujarat!; erudition is generally of a superficial kind; and
deep research and pure thought have remained inaccessible
so far. Criticism has begun, though in a little way, to lead
the way-
Social difficulties which mainly provided subjects for
literature are being replaced by more elemental motives.
Political situation, though not the economic, has begun to
influence higher forms of literature. The Gandhian
upheaval has profoundly influenced both language and
literary output. But it has not yet produced artists who
could influence the literary development as a whole. No
doubt, attempts are made under its influence to relate litera-
f ture to life. But, realism being yet imperfectly understood,
they generally consist of a fantastic idolatry of every-
thing appertaining to village life, or an insistence on the
homely as the beautiful and the artistic as unnatural
and, therefore, ugly: both dangerous tendencies for the
progress of literature. Sympathy for the down-trodden
is found in plenty. But, following Western models, an
undertone of accusation against the rich, the powerful, and
the cultured is heard, though the notes often echo the
sneers at the world and its attraction with which the
literature in Old Gujaratl was full.
On the whole, the literature has a pronounced tendency
to be effeminate or sensuous; to be verbose, preferring
sound to sense, stooping to verbal tricks to cover lack of
beauty. It has, for instance, not yet attained the stature of
modern Bengali literature. It has hardly any original
^literature in philosophy or research. Not more than a
dozen works can be classed among the best artistic literary
productions of the last hundred years in India. The literary
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